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Friendly Reader, | 

HIS Third Edition of this 
litile Pampblet, ſees the Light 
at the Requeſt of thoſe who have 


received Benefit from reading the 


former Impreſſions. If this may 


be bleſſed of GOD to but one Soul, 
why ſhould I hinder it? If it 


ſhould hap ppen to be a Comfort to 


thee, give GOD the Praiſe, and 
let me E Dave * Prayer: 4 
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Word of Conſolation, &c. 


TX THILE one part of mankind is living at 
e.nſe and pleaſure, lull'd with all the. ſoft 
enchantments of plentiful life others are 


cruſhed under the heavy yoke of divers calamities, 
groaning beneath the unſufferable burden of want, 
ſickneſs, pain, croſſes, and calamities of every kind; 
but the greateſt ſuffering that we can be expoſed 
unto while here, is that of a wounded ſpirit. The 
ſpirit of a man, (faith Solomon) will ſuflam his infir- 
mities, but a wounded ſpirit ꝛubo can bear? It is unto 


this laſt kind of ſufferers, that I would gladly ad- 
miniſter a word of conſolation... In arder to this, 


permit me to enquire into the cauſes and nature of 
your complaints. Why are your faces fo pale, and 
Your countenances fo dejeted ? What is the reaſon 
your ſpirits are ſo cppreſs'd, and your ſouls fo lan- 
guiſhing? Is ſome lingering diſeaſe ſtealing, by ſlow. 


and imperceptible degrees upon your bodies? Some 
forerunner of death creeping in your blood? Where 


is that vivacity and ſprightlineſs which uſed to ac- 
company you in your ſocial interviews with your 
friends, and for which you were fo much regarded 
in company ? Where that flow of good humour (fo 
calPd) which ordinarily. graced all your converſa- 
tion? If when you apply to your Miniſter (think- 
ing perhaps that your diſorder may be of a ſpiritual 
nature) and he adviſes you to go into company, to 
uſe a little innocent diverſion, or regale yolirlelves 


with the manly exerciſes of the field, and you follow 


his miſtaken advice ; do you not find this expedient 
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rather aggravating, than mitigating of your trouble? 
Or, if by ſome ſecret monitor in your breaſt, or 
the advice of ſome more ſober and thoughtful friend, 
you are inclined more frequently to go to your 
wonted place of worſhip, and to be more trequent in 
your formal devotions to an unknown God; does 
this experiment tried, yield you little or no allevia- 
tion to yeur myſterious grief? Have you proved 
another, and the lateſt remedy you can think of ? 
I mean the reformation of your moral conduct, or 
the being juſt and charitable to your neighbour ; and 
ſtill do your bofoms heave with horror, and your 
fouls pine away with pungent grief? Attend, hall 
I whiſper unto you, that your fins are the procuring 
cauſe of all this. Gop is the efficient cauſe of your 
forrow, and ChRISH alone can be the phyſician of 
your fin-fick fouls. Sin, I fay, is the procuring 
cauſe of all your diſtreſs. Stop a little and permit 
me to be a remembrancer unto you: How long 
have you ſtray'd from your” God, your duty, and 
the way to happineſs ? Nor, while I am employed 
in this, think me breaking all Jour bones, raking 
in your wounds to divert myfelf, and adding afflic- 
tion to your grief, no; ſalute the friendly hand, 
which would probe your ſores, the piercing eye, 
which would gladly ſpy out your hidden foe, and 
the labouring tongue which would direct you to the 
way of eſcape. Nor, deem me adding a word of 
torment, while profeſſing to adminiſter a word of 
conſolation. Here pain is the way to eaſe; ſorrow, 
the way to joy; death, the way to life ; darkneſs, 
which is felt, the way to light; and keen convic- 
tion of your crimes, the way to full abſolution of 
them. A recollection of your fins, though it may 
excite remorſe, ſhame, and dread, yet it will alfo 
beget the myſterious joy of true penitence, 


Oh 


C4 EET” 
Oh! how many days have been ſpent in mockery 
and vanity ; in idle recreations, or ſolemn trifling. 
In decking and adorning, in pampering and in- 
dulging your bodies, while your foul, the immortal 


ſoul, has been ſhamefully neglected. How long 


hath this heatheniſh enquiry been exprels'd by all 
your behaviour, hat ſhall we eat, hat ſhall we 
drink, and wherewithal ſhall we be cloathed, Matt. vi. 
Jn 32. while little or no enquiry hath been made, 
Vhat ſhall we do to be ſaved, Acts xvi. 30. yet it had 
been well, had this been the worſt. What pride of 
heart, and affected dependence upon yourſelves, 
have corrupted al) your actions? What 3 ir- 
reverence of Gop, hath adulterated all your devo- 
tional performances ? What ſecret malice and me- 
ditated revenge have boiled in your hearts againſt 
your real, or imagined enemies ; and ſelfiſh and per- 
fidious deſigns againſt your beſt, and moſt intimate 
friends? What inordinate thirſt of praiſe, and ava- 
rice of gold, haye employ'd your impious thoughts ? 


How. have your eyes been filled with adultereſſes, or 
adulterers, and your hearts with concupiſcence and 


impure luſts. Do not the beam in the timber, and 
the ſtone in the walls of your houſes witneſs againſt 
you, and divulge your ſecret wickedneſs? Nay, 
have not your crimes appeared in the face of the 


ſun, and your iniquities been committed openly be- 


fore men ? Have you not broke through all bounds, 
and abandoned all reſtraints ? deſtitute of native 
ſhame, have you not dar'd to aſſault Heaven, and 
profeſs yourſelves the friends and advocates of hell 
even in public? Living in drunkenneſs, rioting, and. 
wantonneſs; in envy, hatred, and malice; in, 
fraud, - injuſtice, and extortion ; in ſwearing, ly ing, 
and ſabbath-breaking, glorying in your ſhame, it 
not utterly denying the LoRD who bought you ?' 


Aud is it not juſt that Gop ſhou'd viſit for theſe: 
1 things k. 
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things? Had He always kept ſilence you wou'd 
have multiphed your fins and filled up the meaſure 
of your iniquity. You would have concluded Him 
altogether like yourſelves, and in haſte ſecured your 
eternal deſtruction. It is not, therefore, only in 
juſtice, but in mercy alſo, that he hath laid trouble 
upon you, and cauſed you to go ſoftly all the day. 
The prophet Heſea, well inſtructed in Gop's method 
of dealing with his creatures, faid unto his brethren, 
Come and let us return unto the LORD; fer he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath ſmitten, and he will 
bind up. Hof. vi. 1. I kill (faith the LORD) and 
I make alive; I wound and I heal; neither is there any 
that can deliver out sf mine hand. Deut. xxxi. 39. 
For he maketh fore (faith Eliphaz) and bindeth up; 
he woundeth and his hand maketh whole ; therefore 
aſp: e you not the chaſlening of the. Almighty; for 
bleſſed is the man whom the LORD correfteth, Job 
. iS. 


Your good, long ſuffering, and beneficent Gop, 
doth not open your eyes with a deſign to render your 
fins more heinous and aggravated, and your dam- 
nation more formidable and diſtinguiſhed ; but in 
order to lead you to a fight and participation of 
mercy. He doth not willingly grieve, nor afflict the 
children of men; not for his pleaſure, but for their 
profit. It was a gracious promiſe that the bleſſed. 
JEsus made to his Diſciples, and in them to all 
ſucceeding generations; that he would ſend the Holy 
_. Ghoſt (after his aſcenſion) into the world, and he 

ſhould canvince it of ſin, 6 rightecuſueſe, and of judg- 

ment. John xvi. 7, 8. Of all fin in general, but of 


the heinous ſoul-condemning, and wrath-procuring 
fin of unbelief in particular. Of Righteouſneſs, 
viz. of the defectiveneſs of their own righteouſneſs, 
and its utter incapacity to procure them pardon of 


their. 


their paſt ſins, the favour. of God, and eternal ſal- 


vation : and, of conſequence, to convince them of: 
the neceſſity of obtaining falvation by the righte- 


ouſneſs of another, i. e. JEsUs CHRIST. For be 


was made .a ſin-offering for us, who knew. no ſin, that 
we might be made the righteouſnefs of GoD in him. 2 
Cor. v. 21. For there is no name given under Heaven 
among men, whereby we can be ſaved, but his. Acts iv. 
12. And of judgment; of. the neceſſity of the 
Prince of Darkneſs, who works and reigns in the. 
children of diſobedience, being arraign'd, con- 
demned, and depoſed : And an entire abolition of 
his laws and government ;- of. his works and wor-- 
ſhip; and of the certainty of our ſtanding before the 
Judgment-Seat of CHRIST. "06 


As the dear Emmanuel is the purchaſer and pro- 
curer of all our bleſſings, ſo he is the giver and dif- 
penſer of them. He is exalted (ſaid St. Peter) to be 
a Prince and a Savibar, to give repentance, Acts v. 
31. To guicken the ſouls of men, dead in treſpaſſes and 
ins. Eph. ii. 1, To awken their fears and appre- 

henſions of impending danger; to bring to their remem- 


brance their former ſins and evil ways, and their doings. 


which were not good. To fill them with ſorrow for 
their crimes, and a loathing of themſelves in their own 
fight for all their intquities and abominations. Ezekiel 
xxxvi. 31. Thus it was with David. Thine ar- 
rows flick faſt in me, and thy hand preſſeth me ſore. 
There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh, 22 of my ſm. For 
mine iniguities are gone. over my as an heavy bur 
den, they are too heavy. for me, my-wounds flink and are 
corrupt, becauſe of my fooliſhneſs. I am troubled, I am 
bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. 
For my loins are filled with a laathſome N and there 
rs no ſoundneſs in my fleſh. I am feeble and ſore broten . 
L have roared by reaſon of the diſquietneſs of my heart. 
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Pfalm xxxii. 2—8. In all this David acknowledged 
the hand, and the juſtice of Gop, for faith he, / 
tas dumb, I opened not my mouth, for thou didſt it. 
Plalm xxxix. 9. Good Ezra in his humble con- 
feſſion faith, G ny Gop I am aſhamed, and bluſh 
to lift up my face to thee, my Gop; for our iniguities 
are increaſed over our head, and our guiltineſs grown up 
uno the Heavens. Ezra ix. 6. Fob adds his com- 
plaint : The arrows of the Almighty are within me, the 
porſon were, dr inketh up my ſpirit : The terrors of 
Gon do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. Job vi. 4. 
Vet in this diſtreſs, Job charged not Gop fooliſhly, 
chap. i. 2. Aſaph, in the day of his trouble ſought 
the Lokp. My ſore (ſaid he) ran in the nigbt and 
ceaſed not; my ſoul refuſed to be camforted. I remem- 
bered Gop and was troubled; I complained, and my 
ſpirit was overwhelmed. T hou holdeſt mine eyes waking, 
Jam troubled that I cannot ſpeak, Pſalm Ixxvii. 2, 3, 
4. Thefe, and many more ſuch inſtances left us 
upon record, ſhew that your caſe is not ſingular, 
nor are you alone in your penitent troubles. The 
hand X the LoRD is upon you, and you are taſting 
of the gall and bitterneſs of your fins. The remem- 
brance of your tranſgreſſions fill you with horror, 
and a ſenſe of your prefent depravity, cauſes you to 
doubt of the remiſſion of your ſins, and your ac- 
ceprance with an offended Gor. The prefent 
frame and diſpoſition of your minds, and the ap- 
prehenſions you have of the Supreme Being, make 
du conclude, that there is little hope of remedy. 
he wicked and corrupted heart, is not more pre- 
ſumptuous in ſiuning in the time of proſperity, than 
it is deceitful and officious in deſponding in the 


time of adyerſity. Satan, your buſy foe, is not 
- wanting to \ ſuggeſt to you, that “ the mercy ot 


Gop is clean gone, that he is implacable, and will 


not be pacified.” He dar'd to affront Gop in Para- 


diſe, 


(#3 


dife, and to inſinuate to our firſt parents, that 
they *- ſhould not die;“ but now ' tis his intereſt to 
deal with you in another way, to whiſper, ** you 
ſhall not live.” He adapts his temptations to the 
ſituation and diſpoſition of the ſubjects he hath to 
do with. And with you temptations of this kind 
are the moſt taking: You attentively hearken to 
any thing that blackens your condition, and repre- 
ſents your ſtate in the moſt deplorable light: - You 
are eaſily induced to believe, that the troubles un- 
der which you labour, are rather preſages and anti- 
cipations of eternal torments, than preparatory ſteps 
for the Kingdom of Glory: Nor does this ariſe 
from averſion to-Gop, CHRIST, Holineſs, or Hea- 


ven; but from miſtaken notions of them, and af 


yourſelves. You are now made willing to accept of 
ſalvation upon terms of mercy, and deſire nothing 
in compariſon of a reconciliation with Gop, thro? 
CHRIST JEsvus ;. but your hopes and fears reign al- 
ternately : You wou'd patiently wait for the falva- 
tion of the Lord, if you cou'd perſuade yourſelves 
of a probability of its appearing; but you neither 
ſee nor feel any thing about you, which may re- 
commend you to the favour of Gop. Your ſpiri- 
tual ſenſes being now awakened, and your eyes 
opened,, you diſcover innumerable flaws, faults and 
imperfections in thoſe parts of your lives, which 

ou were wont to deem the moſt innocent and ho- 
Iy. You now perceive that all your ſpecious.good 
works, fo eſteem'd by yourſelves, and others, had 
in them the nature of fin : Not being performed 
from -good principles, nor with lawful intentions, 
they have ſwell'd the number of your crimes, and 
added to the bulk of your guilt. Your prayers 
were painted hypocriſy, and your beſt actions but 
gilded offences: They did not ſpring from faith in 
CHRLUST JEsvs, nor flow from love, the as 5 
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ſource of obedience. You find by, woful, ſhall I 
ſay,” or rather happy experience, that all your own 
righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, which cannot cover 


you being rags, cannot adorn you being filthy: All 


your boaſted pretenſions to juſtify and acquit your- 
ſelves before your Maker, are excluded. You no 
longer go about ſeeking to eſtabliſh your own righte- 
ouſneis, the righteouſneſs of works, in oppoſition to 
the righteouſneſs of Gop, which is by faith in 
CRRISsT Jesvs. Phil. iii. 9. Rem. x. 3. but are 
now willing to ſubmit to the method, Gop has 

propounded unto you, whereby you may be juſti- 
fed, viz. by Faith in CHRISTH: you are made wil- 
ling to obtain ſalvation upon any terms, which may 
exalt your Saviour's merits, and ſet forth the ho- 
-nour, glory, and mercy of Gop. But ſtil] you la- 
bour under painful- and diſquieting uncertainty of 
a acceptance with Gow, of the remiſſion of your 
ins, and the ſafety of your ſtate: The reluctance 
vou find in yourſelves to prayer, and other duties; 
the coldneſs and indifference of your minds in the 


performance of them, and the propenfity of your 


fallen nature to ſin ; the rovings of your mind, the 


various and innumerable temptations which affault 
you daily, and the flips, failings, and infirmities 
which baffle all your prayers, care and caution, fill you 
with heavineſs and troubles ; arm your unbelieving 
hearts with countleſs arguments againſt -you, and 
all confpire'together to induce you to conclude, that 
you fhall at laſt fink down! unchang'd into bell. 


The numerous diſeaſes which aſſault your health, 
and make violent depredations upon your conſtitu- 
tion, ſhake the frame of nature, and threaten a diſ- 
Wlution of your earthly tabernacle ; the thoughts 
of death, and approaching judgement, are terrify- 

ing to your unholy ſouts : he pleafures and vani- 
ties 


en 


tics of the eye, entice and allure ſome, and the 
cares and incumbrances of a numerous and growin 
family oppreſs others. Alas! poor creatures, ſhal 
[ drop a tear over your piteous condition; or rather 
ſuppreſs the too forward .grief, in proſpect of your 
future deliverance and - happineſs? I know not 
whether to grieve at, or congratulate your ſituation: 
The troubles which now embarraſs your. ſouls, {hall 
be turned into joy; You ſhall haue the garment 
praiſe for the ſpirit F heavineſs, - beauty. for | aſhes, and 
the ail of gladneſs for the ſpirit mous ning. Iſa. Ixi. 
3. The LoRD whom ph, + 


temple. Mal. il. 1. 


<c Thoſe ſtrong, convulſive throes, 
„Which ſhake yaur inmoſt frame, 
<< Thoſe tears, and griefs, and woes, 
<«« His ſure approach proclaim.“ 


But perſons in your. ſituation. are not. eaſily con- 


vinced of the truth of this; you are rather inelined | 


to think that Gop is become unto; you as waters 
that fail, than a well-ſpring of everlaſting. life. 
Such evidences have need to be well atteſted by ir- 
refragable arguments, in order to your reception 
of them, and derivation. of comfort: from them: 
And do we want for. ſufficient: atteſtations of this 
nature from the oracles of: Gap ? No: Permit me 
to ſelect a few, from the eſſential goodneſs. of Gop, 
the compaſſion, power, and faithfulneſs of CHRIS; 
from. what he faid, from what he hath done, and 
from what he hath ſuffered for this purpoſe, and 
from what he ſtill is doing at his Father's right hand 
in heaven. However, if I ſhould fail in the at- 
tempt, do not conclude. the ſtore is exhauſted, or 
ſufficient proof of this cannot be produced: Let not 
mine inexpertneſs and weakneſs, want of know- 
ledge in the Scripture, and capacity weng 
| | i 
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(4 
afflicted ſouls, confirm you in your perplexing and 


. diſhonourable incredulity, of the mercy of your 
Redeemer. 


The Supreme Being, as he is infinitely above 
our comprehenſion, ſo we cannot, nor ought we to 
form any ideas of him, but according as he hath 
revealed and explained himſelf unto us in his holy 
word : Wherein we ſhall find upon inquiry, he al- 


ways delighted to manifeſt and communicate himſelf, 


under the moſt endearing. and affectionate charac- 
ters: Such as beſpeak his eſſential goodneſs, mercy, 
love, faithfulneſs, and juſtice. The firſt difcovery 
that he made of his mercy after the creation of 
man, was as ſoon as he needed it; when fallen from 
his firſt eſtate by diſobedience; Gop diſcovered his 
purpoſe of reſtoring him by CHRIST JEsus, under 


the character of the ſeed of the woman who ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head, Gen. iii. 15. which was the firſt 


emanation of redeeming mercy and goodneſs diſ- 


covered unto finful creatures in their lapſed con- 


He again has declared his mercy and faithfulneſs 
to Noah, both before and after the flood; before, 
and at the time of the flood, in giving him grace 


in his fight, Gen. vi. 8. And in preſerving him 


from the deluge of water, which he juſtly brought 
upon the world of the impenitent ; and in making 


him many promiſes, reſpecting himſelf and his 


poſterity, and inveſting him with many privileges, 
Gen. ix. 1, &c. 3 


Afterwards he diſcovered himſelf more clearly 
unto Abraham, in calling him from Haran, in giv- 
ing him a promiſe of, and bringing him into the 
Land of Canaan ;- in making him a promiſe of i, 
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and in eſtabliſhing and re-eſtabliſhing his covenant 
with him. Gen. xii. 13, 15, 17. Again he de- 
clared and manifeſted his eſſential goodneſs more 
fully unto Moſes, under the character of the Lok, 


the Lorry Gop, merciful and gracious, long- 


ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth; 


keeping mercy for thouſands, paſſing by iniquity, 


tranſgrefſion, and fin. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Agree- 
able to theſe manifeſtations, do all the Prophets bear 
witneſs of Him; declaring him to be a Gop, who 
delighteth to pardon the tranſyreſſions of his ——— crea- 
tures. Nehe. ix. 17. The Prophet Ifaiah faith, 
Ch. lv. 7. Let the wicked return unto the Lord, and 
he will multiply mercies and. pardons unto them : 
And even when the Jewiſ Church was at the worſt, 
the Lord ſaid, by the mouth of the Prophet Jere- 


miah, Run to and fro through the fl eets of Feruſalem, 


and ſeek in the broad places thereof, and 8 can find 


a man, if there be any who executeth judgment, whd 


ſeeketh the truth, and I will pardon it. Jer. v. 1. If 


Gop is ſo full of compaſſion; if goodneſs is eſſen- 
tial to his being; if it is his nature and property, 
always to have mercy and to forgive; may you not 
then ſafely truſt under the ſhadow of his wings ? 


From the clemency of his diſpoſition, may you not 


hope to obtain abſolution? He cannot delight to tor- 
ture and mangle his creatures, nothing but final 
impenitence, and an obſtinate perfifting in wilful 


in, expoſes to His eternal difpleafure. He could 


know no other deſign in creating you, in calling you 
out of nothing into being, but the ſetting forth of 
his own grory, and the making you capable of hap- 


giving his only begotten and beloved Son to redeem 
you, but ro make your eternal felicity wle, 
without eneroaching upon the rights of any of his Di- 
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Much leſs could he have any other end in 


1 
| 

: 

1 
= 


Nr. a 


0 Cay m_ OR 


— * |; 
* 


that all true penitents ſhould live and reign with him 


Be. 

Again, From what your dear, lovely, and ever 
loving Saviour hath done in your behalf, you may 
raile an invincible fortification againſt the aſſaults of 
infidelity and diſtreſſing doubts : It cannot be con. 
ceived why he ſhould have aſſumed your nature, and 
lived to Gop, and died for fin; if he did not deſign 


in his kingdom. He who was in the ferm of Go, 


and thought it no robbery ta be equal with Goo: Mad: 
humfelf of no reputation, and took upon him the form if 


a ſervant, aud was made in the liteneſs of men : And 
being feund in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf 
and became obedient unto death, even the painful death 
of the croſs. Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. O! amazing humility, 
O!] inconceivable condeſcenſion: And his love was 
equal to his humility : The more profound that, 
and the more exalted this. As when you draw the 
arrow loweſt upon the ſtring, it makes the loftieſt 
flight in the air; ſo the deeper the humility of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer, and the more elevated his love to 
us. If you had ſeen with your eyes that prophely 
of Ilaiah's fulfilled : Unto ws a child is born, a Son t; 
given Or this: A Virgin ſhall conceive, and bring 
forth à Child. If you had ſeen the Almighty Gor, 
in the form of a Babe in the manger at Bethlehem ; 
and the Father of Eternity, in the faſhion of an In- 
tant of Days; wou'd not your eyes have dictated to 
your hearts: Ah!]! what ſtupendous condeſcenſion, 


ah! what unparallelled love is exhibited here ? It 


you had ſeen him travelling from Galilee to Judea, and 
from thence beyond Jordan, preaching his everlaſting 
Goſpel, in hunger and thirſt, in pain and wearineſs; 
perſecuted by his creatures, and blacken'd with their 


- unjuſt cenſures, and groundleſs aſperſions ; wou'd 


vou have concluded that he deſired their death and 
deſtruction, or their life and ſalvation? If you had 
been his ſpectators when in the garden, if you — 
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ſeen his bleſſed limbs bathed in a bloody ſweat, and 
heard his mortal cries and groans, would you have 
taken theſe for tokens of his indifference whether 
mankind were ſaved or loft ? When the Jews ſaw 
him weeping over the deceaſed Lazarus; they made 
this remark, “ Behold how he loved him.” But O. 
how much more did he expreſs his love to you when 


He not only wept but bed for you: If you had ſtood + 
at a diſtance from the place of execution, and had 


beheld the meek and tender Lamb of Gop led to 
the ſlaughter, nail'd to the croſs, and pining away 


in painful and torturing attitude; could you have 


forborne ſaying not only, Surely this was a righteous, 


but muſt you not have added, Surely this was a 


generous and loving man? For there did he bear 


your fins, even your ſims, in his own body upon the 
tree. 1 Pet. ii. 24. He fuffered, who was the Fuſl 
One and the True, for the unjuft, that he might bring 
them to Gop. ch. iii. 18. He was made a-fin-offering ' 


for you, 'who"knew no ſin, that ye might be made the 
righteeuſneſs of Go in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. The 
ſame Apoſtle: faith, Ie are bought with a price. 1 Cor. 


vi. 20. A very valuable price ſays St. Peter. Ex- 


ceeding 'filuer and gold, with which we could not be re- 


deemed; even the precious Blood of JESUS CHRIST. 1 


Pet. 1. 19. which in the Acts, ch. xx. 28. is called the 
Blood of Gop; or the blood of him, who is Gop, 


as well as man, And will he refuſe his own dear- - 


bought property ? Will he diſown the children, for 
whom he has travail'd in pain and ſorrow ? Are you 
not expressly told he will not? A woman may for- 
get her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhou!d not remember 
the ſon of her womb,” tho? it is monſtrouſty contrary 
to natural and paternal affection, yet it is poſſi- 
ble; but faith the LoxD, I cannot forget thee; for I 
have engraven thee upon the palms of my hands, and thy 
walls are continually before me. Iſalah xlix. 15, 16. 
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Again, Ns Saviour faith, And him that cometh tnt9 

iu no wiſe caſt out. John vi. 37. I will in 
no Jo e caſt out ; — on. account of their paſt tranſ- 
greſſions, how many, or mighty ſoever they have 


been; not on account of preſent depravity and un- 


worthineſs.: No, on no account or pretence what - 
ſoever will I caſt you out : You cannot make the 
greatneſs and multitude of your fins, a reaſonable 
objection. to your obtaining pardon, through the 


_ obedient life, meritorious death, and inceſſant and 


all-prevalent interceſſion of our dear Redeemer, 
Thouſands, who have been as much involyv'd in fin 
as you, as monſtrous in their crimes, and as de- 
praved in their nature, have found the 9 * of 
Ennis r effectual for taking away their guilt, and 
cleanſing their polluted fouls : I And his blood bas not 
loſt its virtue ; nor is loxe extinguith'din the ſource 
of love: His ſtrength is not diminiſh'd, nor the ar- 
dor of his affection abated: His bowels. of com- 
paſſion ſtill yearn on ſupplicating mourners, and his 
tender. mercies are over all his works: He is till 
commanding , priſoners. to go up out of the pit 
wherein there is no water, by the blood of his cove- 
nant : He ftill compaſſionately crieth: Turn ge to 
the firong hold, ye priſoners 0 hope, and affectionately 


declareth, even to- T render double unto thee. 
Zach. ix. 11, 12. 


But I am aware, you will object your unfitneſs 
for, and your worthineſs, of, ſo great favour : It is 


true you are utterly unworthy, not only of ſo great 


favours, but alſo of the leaſt of thoſe innumerable 
bleſſings you enjoy daily: But your beneficent Ixsvus 


does not put your ſalvation upon the footing of your 


merit, but upon his own. mercy ; not upon your 

deſert, but upon what himſelf has done and. ſuffer- 

ed. He only requires, that you ſhould be — 
Wil 
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with a ſenſe of your own unworthine.s, and ſinful- 
neſs, and come unto him as poor infolvent debtors, 
and rely upon him as indigent penfioners : thank- 
fully receiving what he bounteouſly confers : when 
the debtors have nothing to pay, and readily ac- 
knowledge their poverty, this generous creditor 
frankly forgives them all. What fitneſs were there 


for ſalvation in the perſecuting Saul, or the publican 


Zaccheus? In the idolatrous Manaſſab, or the infa- 
mous Mary Magdalen, who all obtained mercy with 
Gop ? How did the injur'd father behave to his pro- 
diga!, returned fon ? He did not upbraid him with 
his previous miſconduct, nor former faults; but 
received him with all the tokens of joy imaginable. 
And by this our Lord deſigned to ſhew you what 
treatment you may expect to meet with'in your re- 
turn to him. Have you gone from your heavenly 
Father? fo had this roving fon from his indulgent 
parent, Have you abuſed his bounty, and waſted 


the talents beſtowed upon you; yea, employed them to 


ſerve and gratify yourſelves, to the diſhonour of 
the giver ? So did he ſpend his ſubſtance with riotous 
living. Have you concerted unwarrantable and un- 
lawful meafures to provide a maintenance for your- 
ſelves, and expreſs'd an unwillingneſs to return unto, 


and be dependent upon the mercy and bounty of 


your Saviour ? So did he; he joined himſelf to a 
citizen of the country where he- was, and would 
fain have filled his belly with the huſks, which the 
ſwine (that he fed) did eat. Yet after all theſe re- 
peated provocations, his father received him with 
open arms; took his dirty raps from him, put on 
him the beſt robe, a ring on his hand, and ſhoes on 
his feet, and made him a' welcome and honoured 
gueſt at his table : So will your gracious and loving 


Jesvs receive you. How did your bleſſed Saviour 


treat the Canaanitiſh woman, one of the deſpifed 
"= * nations, 
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nations, when ſhe beſought him for herſelf, and her 
diſeaſed daughter? In his behaviour to her, you 
s. painted in a moſt lively manner, his con- 
to you: She cry'd after him, he anſwer'd not 
at all; ſhe redoubled, and increaſed her importuni- 
ty; he reply*d, It is not right to tale the children's 
bread, and give it unto dogs: She acknowledged the 
charge, ſhe was juſtly compar'd unto the dogs ; but 
far from diſcontinuing, ſhe renewed. her addreſles ; 
our Lord turned upon her with compaſſion in his 
heart, and pity in his looks; like Joſeph to his 
brethren, unable to diſguiſe his ſentiments of love 
any longer, he ſaid, O woman, great is thy Ha 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. Matt. xv. 28. & Mark 
Wi. 29. Be it unto thee even as thou wilt. Oh! a- 
mazing grant: How the proſpect is chang'd ! Then 
(apparently) an auſtere and ſovereign Lord; Now, 
a moſt ready and generous benefactor, or rather an 
obedient ſervant :. Be it unto thee even as thou wil: : 
„Only aſk. lawfully, and I will give freely to the 
« utmoſt of thy petitions.” Oh! the mighty 
2 of hearty, fervent prayer While Moſes 
Mer in his heart, tho' not a word is heard, the 
Aug Ger of Iſrael ſaith, . Let me alone; while 
Hannah intreated with the prevalent oratory of the 


mind, ſhe became pregnant ! What cannot faith 
and prayer do ? | 


Another, inſtance of, our . . com- 
paſſion, and willingneſs to redreſs the grievances of 
his ſuffering and fled creatures, you ſee in his 
behaviour — the auler leper. He was cover'd 
with an irkſome and offenſiye uncleanneſs, aban- 
mo. of men, and excluded the comforts of human 

;. yet with humble proſtration and ardent 


uo þ: approaches the High . of our pro- 
. ſaying, y * ih, thau c N me 


clean. 
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dean. Our Saviour, moved by nothing fo much as 


that pity and tenderneſs, which is eſſential to his na- 
ture, immediately ſtretched forth his ſovereign hand 
and touched him, ſaying, I will, be that clean; and no 
ſooner had he ſpoken, than the leproſy departed 
from him and he was cleanſed. Mark z 47 2. 
Evade not the force, nor loſe the benefit of this 
comfortable paſſage, by ſuppoſing no affinity be- 
tween his caſe and yours ; or that CHRIST is a more 
powerful and compaſſionate Saviour of the body, 
than he is of the ſoul, No: | 
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Cut off th' effect from its connected caule ;_ 


J allay the grief, and heal the throbbing ſmart, 
f the poor mournful, contrite ſinner's heart. 
tum wi L104) SED bit. v9 we TT 
eld. real, hd was a type of gur Saviour, behave 
to his enxipus and malicious brethren? , Bſigr they 
the 


fold hi ile, (as you have fold 
your 
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your Redeemer unto death by your fins) and Goy 
had exalted him in Egypt in Phareoah's court; when 
they came unto him in their great diſtreſs, He ſaved 
them from periſhing by famine ; though he kept 
them in ignorance and painful fuſpence for a time. 
He did not treat them as enemies, nor always con- 
ceal himſelf and his love from them-; when Judah 
ſeriouſly reported the danger of his old father, and 
the ſadneſs of his complaint, compaſſion and joy 
could be concealed no longer in the heart of Jeſeph, 
but broke forth violently at his voice and eyes. 
Never any word ſounded ſo ſtrangely in the ears of 
the Patriarchs, as that I am Jeſeph.“ A conſi- 
deration of his greatneſs and their own guiltineſs, 
ſtruck them at once with wonder, doubt, reverence, 
joy, fear, and hope: A ſenſe of their crime created 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion in them; (guilty fouls are 
timorous) but the tears and gracious words of 
Foſeph, ſoon aſſured them of pardon and love, and- 
turned their eyes from their ſin againſt their brother, 
to their happineſs in him, and changed their doubts 
into hopes and joys. - The delays, and intermiſ- 
ſions of comforts, have this advantage m them, 
that they ſweeten the delight more in the return, 
than it was abated in the forbearance : The guilty 
brethren would not have been ſo much tranſported, 
if they had not ſmarted a little before Jeſeph had 
maniteſted himſelf to them; nor would Joſeph ever 
have been fo much indeared to old Jacob, if he had 
not loſt him for a time. | 


And was Joſeph ready to forgive his brethren ; 
to aſſure them of his love, and the abſolution of the 
injuries they, had done him? How much more is 
7 7 antitype, CHRIST JEsvs, to forgive your 
offences. The fear and ſuſpicion which the Pa- 
triarchs expreſſed, was the greateſt injury that they 
5 > 2 4 #- 3 , 8 1 . were 
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were then capable of doing ui to him, and what 
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gave him the greateſt grief: Nor can you offer 2 


his mercy and goodneſs in. ugſtion 


is mercy and goodnels in _queſtio „ We are very 
apt to judge of others from what we feel in ourlelves, 
and from tlie principles from whence we a& : Low. 
and baſe minds are ſubject to retain grudges ; but 
noble and great fouls look above, dee or deſ- 
piſe injuries. It is a very unjuſt way of judging of 
the Divine Being by 8 as his thoughts are 
not as our thoughts, neither are his ways ai our ways ;, 


for as the, Heavens are higher than the earth, ſe are my 


gt 3 n 0 Meere 
ways higher than pour ways, and my thoughts that your 
thoughts, faith the LoRD, If your Saviour had had 
no more ;compaſſion, patience and love, than the 
beſt men; when thoſe: commiſſioned from the San- 
hedrim came to apprehend him in the garden; when 
they fell, they had riſen no more; he would have 
called to his Father's Hoſt of Angels and diſperſed 
bis perſęcutors ; or conſigned his murderers to the 
everlaſting flames : But inſtead of this He excuſes 
their faults with their ignorance, in his addreſs to 
his Father, and prays for their forgiveneſs. As he 


ſuffered voluntarily, ſo he offers his grace freely, 
11 wk? "+; at * , TIT, „ l np Iis- 
none will perifh for the want of it, but thoſe Wh 


fruſtrate the counſel of Gop in  themſely 8, ati 
Judgn ed unworthy, ee Life. Gon 
general offer and tender 
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has made a generous, an 


of his Son to all mankind: Hz fo loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſoever be- . 
lieved in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 22 


life, He was in Chrift Feſus, reconciling the worla 


a bimſelfy, not, ee xo then ther. alba 


And you are entreated by the word and ambaſſadors 
of CHRIST to be, Fe QneFe to him. Do not. ſay 
in your hearts, We haye no Nee perſon 
grant of CAST: Why ſhoul 


you require miracles, 
| when. 
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when means are ſufficient ? . When the poſterity of 
Tfrael journied in the wilderneſs, after their de- 
parture from Egypt, the I okp fed them with mi- 
raculous bread from Heaven. When the myſte- 
rious food came down around their camp, the af- 
toniſhed 7/raelites gazed one on another, and faid, 
« It is Manna,” or what is this? The prophet 
Moſes explained the meaning of it unto them, 
This is the bread which the Lokp hath given 
«© you to eat.” Now Moſes did not fignify any 
one's name, or deſcribe any perſonal character; yet 
there was not an J/raelite throughout the whole 
camp, who did not look upon this as a ſufficient 
permiſſion for him to take and make uſe of this 
bread. , Your Saviour faith, F am the bread of life 
which came down from heaven. The great Prophet 
and High Prieſt of our profeſſion explains the 
meaning of this life-giving bread. . My father giveth 
You the true bread. from heaven. Is not the per- 
miſſion as extenſive, and the offer as univerſal, in 
this, as the. former caſe? Why ſhould you: vie 
with, nay outdo, the children of MHael in infidelity ? 


But this is not all; you have not only a general, 
but a ſpecial and particular invitation from, and 
offer of CHRIST. Though your names are not 
mentioned, yet your ſtate is deſcribed, and in your 

ate your perſons are included, Come unto me (faith 
the dear Redeemer) all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt. Are not you the 
very perſons ? Do not you labour, even unto faint- 
ing? Are you not burthened as with a 1 preſ- 

ſure, under which you are ready to ſink? Are not 


your fins gone over your heads as an heavy burden, 
too heavy for you to ſuſtain? Ts not this as much 
as if CHRIST had ſtood upon the circle of the earth, 
and called you by your names? Could you * 
1 0 3 W | had 
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had any better ground for your faith, if he had been 
perſonally with you, and declared you to be the very 
perſons he meant! N 


« Oh! Lord thy ſovereign aid impart, 
To give thy Word ſucceſs, 
Write thy Salvation in their heart, 
* And make them learn thy Grace. 


Do you not hear the bleſſed IEsus calling aloud 
to you from Jerufalgm, when he was at the feaſt 
of Tabernacles? John the vii. 37. In the Jaſt day, 
the great day of the feaſt, Jesus ſtood and cried 
ſaying, F any man 2 0 let him come unto me and 
drink, And in a parallel paſſage, Iſa. Iv. 1. He 
every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, 
buy wine and milk,” without money, and without price. 
He doth not ſay, If any man be holy, let him claim 
his title to my favour; but if any man 1h, let 

him come unto me, the inexhaultible fountain of 
Living Waters, and drink. He does not fay, If 
any man be rich in good works, let him come, and 
bring an adequate price for the Wine and Milk of 
my Kingdom; but if any man hir, or. deſire. it, 
let him come, though he be poor, nothing to bring 
but his miſery and wants, and let him buy wine 
and milk without money, and without price; or in 
other words, let him take Gaſpel Favours freely. 
As if the dear IEsus had ſaid, At my own proper 
charge, of my own beneficence and goodneſs, I have 
furniſhed” a plentiful table, made ſufficient provi- 

ſicn for the ſupply of the neceſſities of my creatures; 
I only require that they ſhould fit, down and par- 
take thankfully of the richneſs of my houſe. All 


. | 


Things are ready, come to the ſupper... 


Though 
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Though millions have been partakers of the ge- 
nerdüs table, and chilſions more invited, who have 
ungratefully, and impiouſly excuſed themſelves from 
coming, ** ſtill there is room.” Add not to the 
number of thofe, of whom the Lord. juſtly ſaid, 
Not one of thoſe who were bidden, and yilely con- 
temned my favour, ſhall ever taſte of my ſupper. 
The regians of darkiieſs are populous enough ol 
ready.” Throng not the way to deſtruction, nor 
croud the gate of eternal death, when there is no 
"other reaſon för it, but your own unhappy choice. 
To doubt when we have all the ground, that can 


_ reaſonably be deſired for conviction, is criminal, ra- 
ther than modeſt. And to refuſe a favour, without 
which we muſt periſh, is not only very prepoſterous 
in us, but highly provoking to the generous offerer. 
If you plead, the natural impotency and depravity of 
your will, bath not the Lonp anſwered this ob- 
jection, and done what is ſufficient for the remedy 
.; of this complaint ; by giving you the cleareſt ſignals 
WH of his will, for the canviftion of your judgement ? 
1 vs is for 8 he may eff violence 
do our wills, we may probably dle ſtrangers to 
a” THe Church Je the ed ef Cb and 

be will haye her by a voluntary contra®t ;, dot by 


& 


raviſhment. 


If we will not believe the Gop of Truth upon his 

: Word, confirmed by his oath, and ſealed by his 
blood; would it be to his honour, for us to ſerve 
_ fate and neceſſity, not himſelf? Faith is the gift ot 
os, bur it is our duty and action. He giveth 
in a way moſt agree- 


this gift as well as, all others, in a 
able to himſelf, and the nature of his creatures ; 
© by opening the one anions, anff forming the 
mind? by cauſing. Eternal” Truths to ſhine upon 
| our, fouls, witlr fach demonſtrable and convin ing 
AY * . 
evidence, 
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evidence, that we cannot continue in unbelief, but 


through our own wilful default. Otherwiſe, if we 
are not capable of believing without violence, or an 


irreſiſtible power, either all men muſt be behevers, 


if this violence is uſed with all men; or our unbe- 
lief muſt be faultleſs if we want that irreſiſtible 


power, Both which concluſions are clearly anti- 


ſcriptural and prepoſterous. All men will not be- 
lieve, and all muft be damned who believe not the 
truth. 2 Te. ii. 12. Their unbelief cannot be 
faultleſs, when it demerits damnation : To whom 
ſware he, that they ſhould not enter into his reſt, but 
to thoſe who believed not? Heb. ini. 18. The 
Loxp having fayed the people out of the land of 
Egypt, afterwards deſtroyed them who believed not. 


Jude 5. 


But are you ſuch as have fickneſs, pain, and af- 
fliction, croſſes, diſappointments, and the galling 
yoke of poverty, added to the inward gripes of 
your confcience, and the throes of a troubled 


mind? "Theſe may augment your ſorrows, but have 


no bad aſpect upon your falvation.” As there can- 
not be a worſe ſign of a dangerous and reprobate 
condition, than to proſper in wickedneſs; ſo ſuf- 
tering circumſtances, accompanied with contrition 
for ſin, are an argument of ſome favourable pur- 
poſes in the mind of the Supreme Being toward us. 
Whom the Lorp. loveth, he chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. If we are 
without chaſtiſements, of which all the righteous 
are partakers, then are we baſtards, and not ſons. ' 
Thoſe light and momentary ſufferings, which are 
not to be compared, either with that exceedm 
weight of glory. reſerved for the faithful, or thoſe 
torments prepared for the ungodly ; they work 
greatly for our advantage, when they wean our af- 
= fections 
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fectivns from the things of this world; and are the 
occaſion of our being more thoyghtful about the 
important things of eternity. We are unable to 
bear a long ſucceſſion of years, or even months of 
proſperity, without turning it into our bane: When 
Jeſburun was in proſperity he waxed fat, kicked a- 
gainſt Gop, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his 
Salvation; moral evil muſt be cured by natural 
evil: Suffering, when ſanctified, is a remedy for 
. fin. Though all our calamities cannot atone for 
the leaſt of our fins, yet they are often made the 
means of taking us off from the commiſſion ot 
more: They are like the rod of an indulgent, bur 
prudent father, with which he correcteth his fro- 
ward child, not to gratify himſelf, nor injure his 
ſon, but to amend him. But afflictions arc 
good, or bad, to our advantage or diſadvantage, 
and may be looked upon to be corrections, or more 
ſimply puniſhments; as they have a good or bad 
effect upon our minds or manners. If they work 
in us impatience, anger, and fretfulneſs, they be- 
Wray an unmortified heart; but when they excitc 
prayer, humility, and ſubmiſſion to the hand which 
inflicts them, then they diſcover a gracious diſp. 
ſition, and give us an opportunity of exercifing thoſe 
virtues, which without them, would in a great 
meaſure lie ſtil], without employment. 


Afflictive diſpenſations do more or leſs coincide 
with the plan of univerſal government: And yet 
it is eaſy to conceive, how the government of the 

world may be juſt and merciful when we conſider 
ourſelves a company of rebels, Impatience under 
ſufferings, adds to the load; but a calm ſubjection 
renders them more tolerable, We have not the 
leaſt reaſon to murmur, who have more cnjoy- 
ments than calamities, and far leſs puniſhment than 
we delerve. = | 
In 
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In order to filence the clamour of our impatient 
and mutinous hearts, let us all call to remembrance. 
the ſufferings which our LorD ſuſtained, and the 
ſpirit in which he bore them. He who was the 
proprietor of the cattle upon a thouſand hills, re- 
duced himſelf, tor our fakes, to pinching circum- 
ſtances : Though he was rich, yet he became poor, 
that we, through his poverty, might become rich : 
Though he was holy and harmleſs, yet he ſuſ- 
tained ſcandal and diſgrace : He devoted his body 
unto the moſt exquiſite ſufferings, and made his 
ſoul an offering for fin: And in all the ſcenes of 
tortures which he underwent, he was not heard to 
ſtrive or cry : Never an impatient, or unbecoming 
word, could force itfelf from his mild and difpaſ- 
ſionate lips. He hath herein left us an example, 
that we ſhould. follow his ſteps. Impatience and 
diſcontent generally ſhew themielves moſt in them, 
who only receive the due reward of their actions, 
and yet in theſe, ſach diſpoſitions are the moſt in- 
excuſable. A due conſideration of our demerit, one 
would imagine, might be ſufficient to ſtop our 
mouths from recoiling, or open them in acknow-' 
ledzments of the juſtneſs of our ſufferings. To 
ſutfer for well-doing, ard to take it patiently is 
praiſe-worthy; but to be guilty and repine when 
righteous puniſhment is inflicted, is adding diſcon- 
tent to our former crimes, 


Sufferings under the conduct and diſpoſal of the 
wiſe and merciful Governor of the Univerſe, an- 
ſwer very valuable purpoſes for thoſe who are exer- 
ciſed therewith, - 1ſt; They prepare our minds for 
a ſafe and thankful reception of extraordinary fa- 
vours and bleſſings; which without ſuch a prepa- 
ration, -might have tranſported us beyond ourſelves, 
or rendered us unthanktul to the Giver, Gop de- 
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figned Joſepb's preferment in Phareah's court; but 
he muſt not aſcend thereunto but by a ſeries of af- 
flictive ſteps, that he might ſee the hand and pro- 
vidence of the Divine Being conducting him through. 
every aſcending ſtate, to the top of his exaltation.. 


2dly. Afflictions may be corrections for previous 
faults : As in David for his ſin in the caſe of Bath- 
ſaeba, and Uriah. Beſides the internal anguiſh of 
his mind, and the troubleſome affairs. of the ſtate, 
he was greatly afflicted in his family: His fon Am- 
non burns in his luſt, for the enjoyment of his ſiſter 
Tamar : and when he could not otherwiſe gratify 
his unlawful deſires, he adds guile and violence to 
his inceſt. Abſalom is as much heated with reſent- 
ment, as Amnon was with. luſt, and after waiting- 
long for an opportunity of executing his malice, at 
an inauſpicious period he imbrues his hands in his 
brother's blood: And as if this had not been a ſuf- 
ficient mortification to his father, he afterwards by 
guile and ſubtlety, ſteals the hearts of the ſubjects 
| from their lawful prince, and raiſes an unjuſt and 
unnatural rebellion againſt his father, 


3dly. Sufferings may be looked upon as trials of 
our faith and conſtancy : As in the caſe of Fob, 
had he not been afflicted in fo ſingular a manner, 
he had never had the opportunity of diſcovering 
his uncommon patience, would never have ſhone 
with ſuch diſtinguiſhing luſtre in the annals of fa- 
cred hiſtory, nor is it likely, not with ſuch ſplendor 
in his orb above, and we had been deprived of the 


benefit of ſo glorious an example of ſubmiſſive and 
patient ſuffering. 


Laſtly. Sufferings may be deſigned by our wiſe 
Benefactor to prevent ſpiritual pride, and ak: by 
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japſes into fin: He thought fit to give, to the much- 
favoured and illuſtrious St. Paul, a thorn in the 


fleſh, a meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, Jeſt he 
ſhould have been exalted above meaſure, through 


the abundance of the Revelations. This thorn in 


the fleth might be the natural impediment which 
he had in his voice, and the weakneſs and defor- , 


mity of his body; which, Gal. iv. 14. he calls the 


temptation. which was in the fleſh : Or it might 
be ſome torturing pain in his head, inflicted upon 
him for (as he ſays) the prevention of high conceifs 
of himſelf, Whatever it was, or whatever might 
be the procuring cauſe of it, it is plain it was not a 
ſinful infirmity, much leſs not any wilful tranſ- 
greſſion (as ſome have affirmed) for in neither of 
theſe could the holy Apoſtle have gloried, as he 
ſaith he did in that which was given unto him, 
However the judicious. and powerful phyſician of 
our ſouls, may be able to expel poiſon, by the poi- 
ſon which we take ourſelves. (not which he giveth} 
yet it is plain this was not the cafe with the Apoſtle; 


however, this affliction was intended and wrought 


for his good. 


It may be an unſpeakable comfort unto us, 
while we are obnoxious to ſo many afflictions and 
fufferings, that we are under the care of one who 
directs contingencies, and has in his hands the ma- 
nagement of every thing that is capable of annoying 
or offending us, who knows the aſſiſtance we ſtand: 
in need of, and is always ready to beſtow it on: 
thoſe who aſk for it. 


The natural homage which we owe, to ſo inf. 
nitely wiſe and good a Being, is a firm reliance on 
him for the bleſſings of our ſouls, and conveniences. 
of life, and an habitual truſt in him for deliverance 
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out of all ſuch dangers and difficulties as may befail 
us. The divine goodneſs has made ſuch a reliance 


a duty, notwithſtanding we ſhould have been miſe- 
rable had it been forbidden us. 


Among ſeveral motives, which might be made 
ule of to recommend this duty unto us, I ſhall on] 
take notice of one, which is the ſtrongeſt that can 
be afforded us, that we are promiſed, He will not 
Jail thoſe wha put their truſt in him. When we have 
the promiſe of a faithful Gop to depend upon, there 
is no ground for ſuſpicion. As the practice of this 
virtue will adminiſter great comfort to our minds, in 
the times of poverty and affliction, ſo moſt eſpecially 
in the hour of death, when the ſoul is hovering in the 
laſt moments of its ſeparation, when it is juſt enter- 
ing on another ſtate of exiſtence, to converſe with 
ſcenes, and objects, and companions, which are 
altogether new ; then to be able to caſt all her cares 
upon him, who gave her being, and who has con- 
ducted her through one ſtage of it, in expectation 
that he will always be with her to guide her, in 
der progreſs through eternity; to refer all her mi- 
ſeries to his mercy, and her concerns to his ma- 
nagement, will be truly comfortable. 


David has very beautifully repreſented this ſteady 
reliance on Gon Almighty, in his twenty- third 
Palm, which is a kind of paſtoral hymn; and as 
the poetry and ſenſe are very exquiſite, i ſhall preſent 
you with the following tranſcript of it. 


De LorD my paſture ſhall prepare, 
And feed me with a ſhepherd's care; 
His preſence ſhall my wants ſupply, 
And guard me with a watchful eye; 
My noon- day walks he ſhall attend, 
And all my, midnight hours defend... 


II. 


When in the ſultry glebe I faint, 

Or on the thir/ly mountain pant; 

To fertile vales, and dewy meads, 
Ay weary, wand ring foul he leads; 
N here peaceful rivers, ſoft and flow,.. 
Amid the verdant landſtip flow. 


III. 


Tho” in the paths of death I tread,: 

With gloomy horrors overſpread ; 

A ftedfaſi heart ſhall fear no ill, 

For thou, O Lorn, art with me fall; 
Thy friendly crook ſhall give me aid, 
And guide me through the dreadful ud. 


IV. 
To in a bare and rugged way, 
Through devious lonely wilds I ray, 
Thy bounty ſhall my pains beguile; 
The barren wilderneſs ſhall ſmile, 


With ſudden greens and herbage crown'd, 
And fireams fel murmur all around. 


Is 
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Is your complaint ſomewhat different from what 
hath been ſpecified ? Have you unhappily departed 
from the holy commandment committed unto you ? 
Abandoned yourſelves again unto thoſe luſts and 


practices, which once you relinquiſhed : And ful. 


filled the true, but melancholy proverb, The dog is 
returned to his vomit, and the ſow which was waſhed, 
te her wallinwing in the mire © But by ſome alarming 
circumſtances, or internal impreffions, are your 
eyes opened upon your. apoſtacy, and are your 
ſouls afflicted for your fins ? It cannot be denied, 
but that your crimes have been aggravated with 
the worſt circumſtances. Fo fin in ignorance, 
when our ignorance is wilfu}, expoſes the offender 
to the righteous judgement of Gop. To fin a- 
gainſt the known and believed commands and pro- 
hibitions of our Maker, the conviction and light of 
our minds, and the difſuaſions of the godly, is far 
more heinous ; but to fin againſt ſo many repeated 
favours and bleſſings, is moſt unſufferable. Thoſe 
iniquities are moſt diſhonourable to. Gop, moſt 
promotive of the works of darkneſs in others, 
which are committed after a fingular profeſſion of 
godlineſs. Vet, as our Reformers judiciouſly ex- 
preſs it, . Not every deadly fin willingly com- 
«© mitted after baptiſm (or. the reception. of grace) 
„is the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and there- 


e fore unpardonable; therefore the grant of re- 


& pentance is not to be denied unto ſuch as fin 
& after grace received. They may fall into ſin, 
& and by the grace of Gop may be reſtored again.” 
And this is agreeable to the holy ſcriptures. In 
what the Holy Ghoſt faith, unto the Angel of the 
Church of Epheſus, you may hear your ſtate de- 
fcribed, the advice given, and the certain danger 
threatened if the advice is not complyed with. Rev. 
U. 4, &c, Nevertheleſs I have ſomething again/1 thee, 

becauſe 
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becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. Remember. there- 


fore from whence thou haſt fallen, and repent and do- 


thy firſt works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and remove thy candleſtick out of his place, except thou 
repent. The like may be obſerved, from he ſtate 
of the Church of Laodicea: She was lukewarm, 
had departed from her former zeal and diligence; 
had miſconſtrued her ſituation, ſuppoſed herſelf to be 
rich, and increaſed in goods, and to have need of no- 
thing; when ſhe was, in the judgement of the HoLy 
GHosT, wretched, miſerable, poor, blind, and naked. 


Vet the AMEN affectionately counſels her to- 
buy of Him, gold tried in the fire, that he might 
be rich, white raiment that ſhe might be cloathed, 
and that the ſhame of her nakedneſs might not ap- 
pear, and eye-ſalve that her ſight might be reco- 
vered; and. aſſures her, that if ſhe heard his voice: 
and opened the door unto him, at which he ſtood 
knocking, he would come in unto her, and ſup 
with her, and ſhe ſhould ſup with him. 


The things which may be collected from this 
paſſage, without ſtraining it: Are, 1ſt, That it is 
poſſible to depart from the fervency of our firſt love 
to CHRIST, and become lukewarm, neither cold 
nor hot. 2dly, That we may fall from our ſted- 
faſtneſs, depart from our liberty and be entangled. 
again with the yoke of bondage. Gal. v. 1. Find 
In this fituation we may deceive ourſelves, and de- 
cide too favourably in our own caſe. 4thly, That 
when we are in this condition, Gop doth not 
readily abandon us, but counſels and adviſes us, 
yea ſtands (waits) at the door of our hearts and en- 
treats an entrance; offers us repentance, which 


_ implies a pardon of our fins. 5thly, But if after 


all this, we will not take his counſels, nor hearken 


C33 
to his advice, will not be enriched with his true 
gold, cloathed with the White raiment which he 
hath pracured, nor have ovur* eyes anvinted with 
that ſalve which alone can reſtorè our fight; it we 
will not have the ſacred flame of love rekind!led in 
our breaſts, and be recovered from our fall, what 
remains, but that we ſhould, „ Hard, be harder 
till; blind, be blinded more, and ſtumble on, 


and deeper fall,” and ſo from mercy thus. ourſelves 
exclude ? | | 


But if this be the conſequence, the cauſe will be 
aur oon. The Loxp ſuffereth long, is kind; he 
entreateth us to return unto him, faying to back 
fliding 1ſrael, Return unto me and I will heal thy back- 
flidings. Be is the careful ſhepherd of iſrael, who 
ſeeketh the wandering ſheep „ hich ſtray from the 
fold; therefore, my dear brethren, return unto the- 
compaſſionate Shepherd and Bifhop ef your fouls : 
In your. abſence trom him, what have you met 
with but diſtreſs and danger? Take a ſerious and 
ſolemn view of the circles which you have run, and 
the mazes through which you have paſſed, and ſay, 
what appears to your aſtoniſhed eyes, but blanks and 
blots ? What fruit of all your toil, but guilt, ſhame, 
and painful reflection? You went out in evil deſire, 
and vain curioſſiy into a deluding world, as Dinah, to 
ſee the daughters of the land; but did you return 
without à rape upon your happineſs? I wonder who- 
ever fared better among the SHechemites. May thoſe 
put reflections, be a caution for the future. Oh 
that the time paſt of your lives, may be deemed 
much more than ſufficient, wherein you have 
wrought the will of the fleſh, pleaſed your deadly 
toe, and prieved your beſt, and only Benefactor: 
Fly to che ark, from whence you have departed, and 
where alone you can find reſt for your troubled, 
ſouls, Tha” 
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Tho! your jms as-menntains riſe, 
And fwell, and reach to heaven ;_ 
Merci is abzve the ſhi es, 


Ye may be ſtill forgiven, 


No ſooner did the relapſed David acknowledge 
his crime, but the gracious Gop aſſured him of 
pardon. When our SAVIOUR was riſen from the 
dead, Peter, who had denied his LoR D, with oaths 
and curſes, mutt have a ſpecial intelligence of his 
reſurrection, © Go tel my diſeiples (ia general) 
and Peter, (who denied me) in particular, that 
„J am riſen from the dead,” Not that the Holy 
JIEsus can love, or in the leaſt countenance fin; but 
he adapts his diſpenſations to the neceſſities of his 
creatures, does all that may. be to remove every un- 
juſt ſcruple from their minds, and is ſaid to rejoice 
more over the returned ſheep which went aftra:, 


than over the Gary and nine in the wilde. e 
Which wandered not. 


Laſtly, Are you ſuch as are in the fatigues of 
ſpiritual war? Coming up from the barren wilder- 
neſs, leaning upon your beloved? Following your 
ſpiritual Meſes, from the mount of ſin to the thirſty 
Rephedim, many times with a very feeble, tremblin 
hand, taking hold of the ſkirt of him who is a Few, 


and taking your fainting and laborious ſteps to- 
wards the Land of Promiſe ? 


When firſt an indulgent Gop ſhewed his mercy 
to your waiting ſouls, and by his all-illuminating 
beams expelled the horrors and darkneſs of your 
minds, you did not expect to ſee a cloudy ſky any 
more. Your new-born fouls were tranſported with 
the luminous appearance, and exulted greatly in 
the preſence, and embraces of a manifeſted,” and 
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of your LoD. This was the time of your eſpou- 


ruption and difturbance on the earth, in this dis- 
ordered ſtate of things. 


| To 


loag-ſought Saviour. Hujhed were all your dif. 
turbing paſſions, and your enemies deſiſted to offend 
you. And you faid, We ſhall ſee war no more, 
Your days were ipznt in happineſs, and your nights, 
the waking part of them, in praiſe and ſweet con- 
templation. The tardy moments moved too flow. 
ly, to bring you to the immediate fight, and full 
trution of your Beloved. A Throne of Grace, 
ealy of acceſs, always preſented itſelf to your ſpon- 
taneous and flowing petitions. If any thing was 
tedious, it was the hour of expectation, when the 
fiery car ſhould deſcend to fetch you to the boſom 


tals; a ſeaſon which ſeldom femains without inter- 


Now I hear, methinks I hear you fay, „ Ah 
« how is the ſcene changed? How heavy and dull 
< are our once nimble and active fou's? How fo- 
« litary, and comparatively uncomfortable, is the 
& once-pieaſant way become? Inſtead of the inceſlant 
« melody of the turtle's voice; our ears are ftun- 
c ned with the noiſe of claſhing arms. The hoſts 
„ of darkneſs environ our path, and the dreadful 
« fiends of hell, unſeen, interrupt our endangered 
% way. Impetuous paſſions within, fiercer by re- 
„ ſtraint; and powerful allurements without, make 
« the foundation of our cunſtanc y otter,” 

\ Your ſituation ſuggeſts to my mind, that as there 
is a way to hell, by the gate of heaven; ſo there is 
a way to heaven, by the borders of the bottomleſs 
pit. Nor is this any reflection upon the Divine Con- 
ductor, or any diſadvantage to the conducted; the 
more irkſome the journey, and the more welcome 
your home; the warmer the engagement, the more 


glory 


© 89 
glory attends the IONS and the more dangerous 
the paſſage, the more ſalutary the commodious ha- 
ven. Your wiſe and. gracious Benefactor knows 
how to deliver the righteous out of temptation, and 
to make the fierceſt rage of your adverſary turn to 
his own glory, and your eternal honour and adyan- 
tage. You may. go heavily (faith St. Peter) for a 
time (if need be) through manifold. temptations z 
but the trial of your faith thereby ſhall be much. 
more precious than that of gold which periſheth, 
and ſhall be found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
glory at the appearing of JesUus CHRIST, Peter i. 
I, 6, 7. Put your truſt in the Loxn, and be ſtrong 
in the power of his might, who hath called you. 
You may now be aſſaulted with fear and doubt; 
but the fearing ſoul often weathers out the ſtorm, 
while the boaſting ſoul ſhipwrecks, The boaſt- 
< ing, and ſelf-ſufficient Pendleton, plays the apoſ- 
ce tate, and turns Papi/t; while the weak and timo- 
“ rous Saunders, by the power and. goodneſs of 
God, dies a martyr, ſeals the truth with his 


* 
* 


blood, and flies in a flaming chariot to the re- 
gions of Peace above.“ | 


The Loxp was never known to fail his faints, 
when they moſt needed his aſſiſtance. One Pro- 
copius Dorzeti, a Bohemian, ſaid a little before his 
death, upon his miniſter's aſking him how he did; 
I have had a great contention, with Old Adam all 
„ night, ſo that it made me ſweat again: But 
<< thanks be to my Gop, by whom my ſoul hath 
<© overcome all temptations.” Did he not ſay to 
the importunate St. Paul, My grace is ſufficient 
<< for thee.” He who was with Moſes among the 
murmuring and mutinous Iſraelites, with the three 
Hebrew children in the fiery. furnace, and with the 
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faithful Daniel in the lions'-den ; will, ſhall for ever 
be, with all thoſe who tread in his ſteps. 


You are juſtified freely by the Grace of Gon, 
through the Redemption which is in CHRIST 
Jesvs ; and the life which you now live is by Faith 
in the Son of Gop, who loved you, and gave 
himſelf for you. You enjoy the Peace of Gop 
which paſſes all underſtanding, and often rejoice in 
Hope of the Glory of Gop. Conſcious you are 
that there is no condemnation to you for paſt ſins, 
the Loxp having forgiven you all treſpaſſes. Yet 


ſtill your ſouls are not fully renewed in the image 


of him who hath called you out of darkneſs into 
his marvellous light. Your complaint is, “ Par- 
, doned, alas! but ſtill unclean :'* You feel the 
fleſh luſting contrary to the ſpirit, and always im- 
peding you in the ways of Gop. Unbelief oppoſes 
your faith, and even ſhakes the foundation of your 
confidence : Unkind tempers, diſguſt, anger, envy, 


and uncharitableneſs, fight againſt the Love of Gon, 


and of your Neighbour : Pride, and all its helliſh 
brood, thwart your humility, and ſwell your tor- 
tured foul with high conceits of yourſelf, ' breathe 
on all you ſay and do, and ſpoil even your moſt 
ſolemn performances. Your own will ſubdued, 
but not entirely reſigned, oppoſes the Will of Gop. 
The Dalilah in your heart, though diſcountenanced, 
yet ſtil] ſhaves your locks, impairs your ſpiritual 
ſtrength, undermines the life and power of Godli- 
neſs in your foul, and, in too many inſtances, be- 


trays you into the hand of your enemies. 


In «imes paſt, when in the dawnings of 3 
and the beginnings of the inward kingdom of Gop; 
you did not diſcover the ſubtle evils of the heart; 
had not light enough to detect, and trace the deceitful, 


and 


( 


and iniquitous workings and wanderings of your 
depraved nature; but now Gop having taken a- 
way the vail, and diſcloſed the myſtery of iniquity; 
broke up the fountains of the great deep, of original 
corruption, and expoſed your heart to view ** Your 
e foul is ready to ſicken at the ſight, and ſpends 
„ itſelf in ſighs for future ſcenes.” You cannot 
now be fatisfed with the ſubduction, but aim at 
the entire deſtruction of all your ſins. So deep is 
the ſenſe of the malignity and venom of inward fin, 
and fo intenſe are the deſires and longings which 
CarrIsT excites in ſome, that it ſhews itſelf in 
heavings of the heart, in pathetic breath ings, after 


Goo, in deep groans and ſighs; and in perſons of 


a weak conſtitution, in. fainting fits: So great an 
effect may the labour and travail of the ſoul have 
upon the body, when the whole ſoul longeth, yea 
fainteth for the courts of the LoRD, and the heart 
and fleſh crieth out for the living Gon. P/alr xlii. 
2. And this is not to be wondered at, if we 
conſider whit the LoRD is now doing in the ſoul, 
viz, Making a full end of fin, and bringing in ever- 
ſting righteouſneſs, This work is every where 
in ſcripture repreſented as a hard and painful work: 
By a crucifixion ; which is know to be a lingering 
and painful death: By a mortification in the mem- 
bers. Rom. viii. 13. which is a painful diſeaſe ; and 
by cutting off a right hand, and plucking out a 
right eye, which cannot be done. without effuſion 
of blood, and expence of pain. The ſame is alſo 
repreſented by the ſeverity of the refining fire, by 
the danger and fatigue of fighting a battle, and by 
the intenſe labour of running a race. So if an 

one is amazed at the agitations of the body that 
ſome are in, when under ſuch impreſſions of ſoul ; 
it only proves that ſuch are quite ſtrangers to this 
purifying work, We ſhould not wonder if we heard 
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a perſon, nailed to the croſs, complain; or a man 
under a mortification, groan and ſigh : We ſhould 
not wonder at ſtrong emotions in a man fighting a 
battle, nor at firetching his limbs who is running 
a race; no more need we wonder at the throes of 
mind, difcovered by unuſual commotions of body 
in thoſe who are mortifying the members of the 
body of ſin, fighting the good fight of faith, and 
upon the full ſtretch in the race, for the prize of 
Everlaſting Life. And it is obſerveable that the 


dying ſtruggles of ſome bodies, however ſhort, yet 
are the moſt violent; and it cannot be conceived 


that fin, which has got ſo deep root in our ve 

conſtitution, and ha ſo interwoven itſelf with 
our very nature, ſhould eaſily quit its hold. It is 
known by experience that fin dies hard. The heart 
is not circumciſed, the ſtubborn will deſtroyed, or 
loft in the will of Gop, and the ſoul purified from 
all its droſs and tin, without feeling the cutting 
Thiſe, the rennipg fire, and the transforming enerp 

of the Holy Ghoſt. But however hard this ah. 
may be, it is a neceſſary, and a bleſſed work. Hap- 
Py are the people who are in ſuch a caſe: They 
ſhall come out of this fire purified, and tranſparent : 
This ſecond turn upon the renewing and tranſ- 
forming wheel, ſhall make them veſſels of honour, 
fit for the maſter's uſe. Oh ! my dear ſouls, ſtart 


not back from the fiery trial. Let not your hand 


ſpare in this bloody, but profitable execution. Let 
every idol go. The good LorD make you a willing 
people in the day of his power. I know your fear is, 
that your fins are too deeply fixed in your heart to 
be rooted out; your diſeaſe too ſtubborn to be 
fully conquered by the beſt of medicines. But 
Oh! forbear your haſte of unbelief. Stand ſtil}, 
and ſee the Salvation of Gop. Diſhonour not my 
Loxp and Maſter. Can any thing be too * for 

Ms 
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Omnipotence ? Can any thing be more agreeable- 
to the nature and will of Gop, than your entire 
ſanctification? Can any thing be deſired or needed, 
more efficacious for the purpoſe, than the BLoop of 
CHRIST, which cleanſes from ALL ſin? Look unto 
FESUS, and be ye FULLY ſaved. Let all your heart 
give into the operations of Gop. You cannot 
create your ſoul anew, nor make your nature whole; 
But CHRIST can do it. How eaſy is it for Him, 
the Great Febovab, to ſpeak all your fins unto de- 
ſtruction, and your troubles into a profound calm. 
Whether is it eaſier for Gop to fay, Thy ſins be 
| forgiven thee; or, Be thou clean? Both are equal. 
Neither is hard to Omnipotence. Now let the 
everlaſting doors be opened, and let the King of 
Glory come in. Sink into the depth of humility, 
riſe into the life of Gop. Caſt yourſelves upon 
the promiſes of GoD : They ſhall be fulfilled. 
The LoRD will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and 
you ſhall be clean. From all your g and from 
all your idols he will cleanſe au. A new heart alſo will 
he giv? you, and a new ſpirit will be put within you, 
and take away the floney heart out of your fleſh, and 
will give you an heart of fleſh. And he will put his 
ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in his 1 
tutes, and ye ſhall keep his judgments, and de them. 
Ezek. Xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. Shall the faithful Gop 
lie? Shall the Sox of Gop be as the ſons of men ? 
No: Faithful is he who has promiſed, who alſo WILL 
do it. Oh! that there was as much faith in your 
heart, in this matter, as there is virtue in the 
blood, power in the arm, and willingneſs in the 
heart of CHRIST, to cleanſe you from all fin, 
Walſh again, and again in the fin-cleanfing fountain, 
If your ſtains till appear, till waſh again. Be not 
weary of well-doing. Slacken not your diligence 
for one moment, This work can never be rightly 
D 3 done, 
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done, unleſs it is always doing, If your heart ap- 
pears more vile and wicked every day, it is a good 
fign that you are growing in grace, and Gop is 
ſhewing, gradually as your ſoul can bear, all the 
depths of inbred fin. If all your corruptions are 
ſtirring up themſelves againſt you with all the 
ſtrength they have, it may be they are near their 
expiring ſtruggles. Follow hard after Gop. Live 
up to the very top of the light and ſtrength you 
have already. Think often upon the great and 


precious promiſes of Gop, Plead them with him 


that you may be ſanctified. Dare to believe what 
Go has promiſed, Firmly fix your faith and hope 
there. Gop is faithful and juſi to e you from all 
wnrighteouſneſs. Confeſs your fins. Lay open, and 
look over, and bewail the pride, and envy, and un- 
belief of your hearts; and ſay, Theſe al CHRIST 


deſtrey, by the breath of his mouth, and by the bright- 


"neſs of bis appearing. Take courage, What you 
are ſeeking, is the very thing for which CHRIST 
came into the world. For this purpoſe the SON of 


Gop was manifefled, that he might deſtroy the works 


of the Devil. ALL the works of the Devil. Un- 

lief, that root of bitterneſs, by giving you the 
abiding, full aſſurance of faith: Pride, that picture 
of Satan, by filling you with the deepeſt humility; 
a keen conviction, an abiding ſenſe, every moment, 
of your littleneſs, meanneſs, and helpleſſneſs with- 


out Gop: To deſtroy all. hatred and mahce, and 


other unkind tempers, by fulfilling that promiſe, 
Deut. xxx. 6. I will circumciſe thy heart, and the 
heart of thy ſeed, to love the LoR D thy Gop, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy ſoul. All ſelf-will, by 
creating the whole ſoul anew after himſelf, in righte- 
ouſneſs, and true holineſs. Eph. iv. 24. Oh! bleſſed 
expectation of Perfect Love, Oh! how ſweetly 
will your ſouls then reſt in Gop. You will then 
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remember no more the travail of your preſent ſtate, 

for joy that you are FULLY born of GoB. Then 
you will be able to rejoice evermore, to pray with 
out ceaſing, and in every thing to give thanks. 
This will be the outward court of Paradiſe: . The 
gate of Heaven indeed. It is here the foul enjoys 
the uninterrupted peace, and preſence of CHRIST. 
That profound ſtilneſs and ſolitude of mind. A- 
midſt buſy multitudes alone. "The heart all ſacred, 
and devoted to GoD. 4" 


„Where CHRIST is only heard to ſpeak, 
«© Where J Esus reigns alone.” 


Here, in this ſtate, buſineſs never interrupts de- 
votion; nor the greateſt confluence of worldly bleſ- 
ſings, and enjoyments, draw not the affections unto 
them; excite no tempers of the mind, but the 
graces of love, and joy, and thankſgiving. Here 
provoking treatments ſtir up no diſpoſitions in the 
foul but kindeſt grief, and the tendereſt pity. Here 
zeal is no other than flaming love; and meekneſs 
no other than the genuine habit of the- mind : 
Plain dealing is undiſguiſed honeſty ;. and kindneſs, 
undeſigning charity, Here, CHRIST ; his blood, 
his righteouſneſs, his ſufferings, his ordinances, 
his people; all that belong to Chriſt, are a thouſand 
times ſweeter to the ſoul than ever before; Oh! 
come and obviate that common, but groundleſs ob- 
jection, by your own experience, “that perfect 
love renders CHRIST uſeleſs.“ If you would ho- 
nour the dear JEsus, if you would concur with his 
death's deſign, if you would be happy in time, if 
you would be glorious in eternity, O my dear bre- 
thren, go on unto PERFECTION ! And the. very 
GOD of PEACE ſantiify you wholly : And I pray God 
your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body be preſerved 
blameleſs unto the coming of our LRD JESUS CHRIST. 
Faithful is he that calleth you who 40 will do it, E- 
ven ſa do LoRD Jesus, Amen, . An 
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6. The ſnow, and hail, and rain, 
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On PROVIDENCE. 


1. HY providential hand, 
Is over all mankind; 
1 hrough every age, and every land, 
Who ſeek thy bleſſings find. 


2. Thou point'ſt the ſun his courſe, 
The ſtars thy words obey ; 
Thou guid'ſt their motions, feeds their force, 
And planets own thy ſway. 


3. Their bulk proclaims thy pow'r, v 
Their motions ſpeak thy ſkill , 
They publiſn our departed hour; 
And daily preach thy will. 


4. Air, ſeas, and earth, and fire, 
Perform thy great decree ; 
They ſerve thy ſaints, at thy defire, 
And all things wait on thee. 


5. The winds their voices raiſe, 
Or whiſper in the breeze; | 
They loud proclaim their Author's praiſe, 
Or gently fan the trees. 


At thy command deſcend ; 
Or, by the ſun exhal'd, again 
la wat'ry clouds aſcend. 


( 45 ) 
The herd thewalley fills, 


Or on the mountains roam; 
The cattle on a thouſand hills, 
They find from thee their home. 


. The raven's callow brood, 
Thou hear'ſt their hoarſe demand; 

They daily find from thee their food, 
And reſt beneath thy hand. 


The lillies toil, nor fpin, 
And yet appear ſo gay, 
Solomon's glory was but mean, 
Compar'd with their array 


If God ſo cloath the field, - | 
If lillies are fo white; 
What bleſſings muſt redemption yield, 

To all the ſons of light | 


. Diſmiſs your fears, ye ſaints, 
Truſt in the Lord for food; 

His providence. ſupplies your wants, 
And fills your ſoul with good. 


. He muſt your wants fulfill, 
Raiment, and houſe and bread; 
For beaut'ous {:!/res flouriſh ſtill, _ 
And ravens yet are fed! 


HYMN, 
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138 | 
3 1. IFE ! What a fleeting thing! 


The arrow from the ſtring, 
Flies ſwiftly to the deſtin'd mark; 
So mortals look at day; 
As ſoon they haſte away, 
And drop again into the dark. 


2, The vapours juſt ariſe, 
Then mingle with the ſkies, 
Nor leave they ſcar or trace behind : 
We fly unto our doom 
As ſhuttles through the loom ; 
Vet death we unexpected find. 


3. We fret, or fume, or play, 
Or lounge our time away; 
Then tax ſtern death as too ſevere : 
The laws of God defy, 
Averſe to live or die, 
Nor won by hope, or aw'd by fear. 
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„„ We ſtruggle with our fate, 
And ſo thall find too late, 
We cannot cope with his decree, 
Who fix'd our term below, 


And whence our peace muſt flow, 
But in our actions left ns free. 
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5. Oh! the tremendous day, 
When earth ſhall flee away; 


The Judge of All deſcends, 
Jo crown his faithful friends; 
And frighted, guilty rebels gall. 


And ſtars, and ſun, and planets fall; ; 


6. See 


( 47 ) 
6. See! yonder in the air, 
The Bleeding Lamb appear, 
Who died for fin a facrifice ; 
In glory now array'd, 
His Godhead is diſplay'd, 
And ſaints attending croud the ſkies, 


7, Now ſeated on his throne, 
He bids the nations come : 
At his command the dead awake: 
No ſaint forgotten lies, 
Nor ſinner ſcapes his eyes, 
But ſtouteſt rebels hear and quake. 


8. Behold ! on his right hand, 
His choſen people ſtand, 
Array'd in linen clean and white: 
Smiling he bids them come, 
To ſhare their joyful doom, 
In realms of everlaſting light. 


9. The goats on his left hand, 
In dreadful horror ſtand ; 

A graceleſs, guilty trembling world : 
They hear him ſay, 4+ ogy 
Receive your ſin's deſert, - 

To everlaſting darkneſs bur d. 


10. Then hell receives its prey; 
Saints live in endleſs day: 
The Judge proclaims the fix'd decree : 
„ Ye Juſt rejoice in light, 
Heli groan through endleſs night, 
Fate, turn the adamantine key.” 


: o II. Now, 


— 
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11. Now, Lord, my heart prepare, 
That I may meet thee there, 
To ſtand among thy favourite ſheep ; 
My will be loſt in thine, | 
Oh ! make my ſoul divine, 


12. Make my affections pure, 
Thy croſs may I endure; 
Never ancur thy dreaded frown ; 
But walk in. humble fear, 
And all thy laws revere, 


'T ill thou the thankful victor crown. 
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My thoughts and ways from error keep. 


Ve ULIRLFULF 
Remember the Sabbath-Day, 
FO KEEPIFT MORT. -- 


H E you forgotten who ſpoke thoſe words? 
1 Or do you ſet him at defiance ? Do you 
bid him do his worſt? Have a care. You are 
not ſtronger than he. It the potſherd firive with. 
the polfherds of the earth, but woe untg that 
man that contendeth with his Maker e - he falteth 
in the circle of the heauens: and the tmitabttants 
of the earth are as graſshoppers before him 
Six days ſhalt thou do all manner of work, But 
the ſeventh day is the ſavtath of the Lord thy 
God. It is not thine, but God's day. He claims 
it for his own. He always did claim it for his 
own, even from the beginning of the world. DT 
fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, and 
reed the ſeventh day. Therefore the Lord blefſed 
tle Sabbath-day, and hallowed it. Ile hallowed 
it; that is, be made it holy: he reſerved it for 
his own ſervice. He appointed, that as long as 
the ſun or moon, the heavens. and the earth 
ſhould endure, the children of men ſhould fpend 
ts day in the worſhip of him who gave them 
(iſe, and breath, and all things. 
Shall a man then rob God? And art thou the 
man? Conſider ! Think what thou art doing. Is 
it not God that gixerh thee all thou haſt? Every 
day thou liveſt, is it not his g/ And wilt thou 
give him none? Nay, wilt thou deny him what 
is his own already? He will not, he cannot quit 
his claim. This dey is God's. It was fo from the 
beginning: it will be ſo to the end of the world. 
Ibis, he cannot give to another. O render _ 
x 5 Go 
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#3 
god the things that are God's ; now, to-day, whl: 
it 25 called to day. 

For whoſe fake does God lay claim to this 
day ? For his fake or thine ? Doubtleſs not for 
his own. He needeth not thee, nor any child of 
man. Look unto the heavens and /ee, and behold 
the clouds which are higner than thou. If thou 
frzneſt, what doft thou againſt him? If thy tran/. 
greſſions be mulliplied, what doſt thou unto him? 
1f thou art righteous, what groeſt thou him Or 
what recerveth he of thine hand? For thy own 
ſake he calleth thee to ſerve him. For thy own 
fake he demands a part of thy time to be re- 
ſtored to him that gave thee al. Acknowledge 
his love. Learn, while thou art on earth, to 
praiſe the King of heaven. Spend this day, as 
thou Bopeſt to ſpend that day which never thall 
have an end. 

The Lord not only hallowed the Sabbath. day, 
but he hath alſo % ed it. So that you are an 


enemy to yourſelf. You throw away your own 
- bleſſing, if you negleft to erp this day holy. It 


is a day of /pectal grace. The King of heaven 
now fits upon his mercy-ſeat, in a more gracious 
manner than on other days, to beitow bleflings 
on thoſe that obſerve it. If you love your own 
ſoul, can you then forbear laying hold on fo 
happy an opportunity? Awake, ariſe, let God 
give thee his bleſhng! Receive a token of his 
love! Ciy to him that thou mayeſt ſing the 
riches of his grace and mercy in Crit 7-/us ! 
You do not know how few more of thele days 
of ſalvatton you may have. And how dreadful 
would it be, to be called hence in the abuſe of 

his proffered mercy. 5 
6 what mercy hath God prepared for you ; 
if you do not trample it underfoot! What mercy 
hath he prepared for them that fear him, even 
before the _ of men! A yeace which the 
world 


- 
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world cannot give: joy that no man taketh from 
you: reſt from doubt and fear, and forrow of 
heart ; and love, the beginning . of heaven. 
And are not thoſe for you? Are not they all 
purchaſed for you, by him who loved you, and 
ave himſelf for you? For you a ſinner ! You 
a rebel againſt God? You, who have ſo long 
crucified him afreth! Now look unto him whom 
ye have pierced! Now, ſay, Lord, it is enough, I 
have fought againſt thee long enough. 1 yield, 
Feſus, Maſter, e mercy upon me! : 

On this day, above all, cry aloud, and ſpare 
not, to the God who heareth prayer. This is the 
day he hath ſet apart for the good of your ſoul, 
both in this world, and that which 1s to come. 
Never more diſappoint the deſign of his love, 
either by wdr/dly N or idle diverons. Let 
not a little thing keep you from the houſe of 
God, either in the forenoon or afternoon. And 
ſpend as much as you can of the reſt of the day, 
either in repeating what you have heard, or in 
reading the Scriptures, or in private prayer, or 
talking of the things of God. Let his love be 
ever before your eyes. Let his praiſe be ever 
in your mouth. You have lived many years in 
folly and ſin. Now live one day unto the Lord. 

Do not aſk any more, © Where 1s the harm, 
if after church I ſpend the remainder of the day 
in the fields, or in a public-houſe, or in taking a 
little diverſion?” You know where is the harm. 
Your own heart tells you ſo plain, that you 
cannot but hear. It is a baſe mil-ſpending your 
talent, and a barefaced contempt of God and 
his authority. You have heard of God's judg- 
ments even upon earth againſt the profaners of 
this day. And yet theſe are but as drops of that 


ſtorm of fiery indignation, which will at laſt con- 
[ume his adverſaries. 


. Glory 


OY a du 


o 
K _ . "”* 
1 « 1 * * * — 
6 . 3 4 * 12 1 | X - oh J hs —_— . 
0 * 2 K 1 * ; W * ? a A ** 4 1 | 18 
r . »S- Mn» 85 . < k 25 0 Fe” N 
* * A ; 0 "Pp * 22 — a 
N . 8 — * * — * w* + - : « X 4 4 
* N. | > +. = « g EY F 5 # 2 
P = 1 * 5 * * * _— 7 - T 
: - 2 " _— % * * r 4 * * * * : — — * 7 > 
* Mo » 4 WP 4 : © l 
0 „ ; — 


c * 7 
N ; JE > < 


CERES Ray Oe Eo ee . 
"= p , * > -*% 


9 


„ 1 
: FF OW * 


Ar NN 2 S4- l 


3 

1 
e 
* N 


＋ WHEL 
. 1 +. «© ky 
* — 


* 


ä ——ů — 
9 


IS 


4 
. 


1 


W. 


5 
——— 


LE e N FA. 1 ky f IX" 5 * 5 * 1 
FU r 2 LF 2 r 


207.5 


„ 
* 2 —— we OS 


mow mer rn oe 
r . 
be 
* "1 


* 
1 
1 


D F 
, 2 
* ; 


mat. = 
map" ©. 2 
. l 


3 
"0% 
4 +: - «Aa. 


ws oy vi 


PF. 
Tre 
— 


— — —„—¾ wr” 


3 og pn 


DET) 
* 
e IF 


2 . 
F 


2 8 
EP. 

F 

1 

* 


TIED . . 
Glory be to God, who hath now given you 
a ſenſe of this. You now know, this was al- 
ways deſigned for a day of bleſſing. May you | 
never again,” by your zdlene/s or e | 
turn that bleſſing into a curſe ! What folly, } 
what madneſs would that be? And in what 
forrow and anguiſh would it end? For yet a 
tutle while, and death will cloſe up the day of 
grace and mercy. And thoſe who deſpiſe them 
now, will have no more Sabbaths, or Sacraments, 
or Prayers for ever! Then how will they with 
to recover that which they now ſo idly caſt away? 
But all in vain. For they will then find no place 
for repentance, though they ſhould ſeek it carefully 
with tears. | . * 
O my friend, know the privilege you enjoy. 
Now, remember the Sabbath-duy to heep il holy. 
" Your day of life and of grace is far ſpent. The 
night of death is at hand. Make haſte to ule 
the time you have: improve the laſt hours of 
your day. Now provide the !/hings which make 
for your peace, that you may ſtand before the 
Face of God jor ever. | 3 
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